2011 Pre-Application Form for Assets for Artists
Application Deadline: April 21, 2011, 5:00pm. Applications submitted to assets4artists@gmail.com.
Program Description:
Assets for Artists is a collaborative program for Massachusetts artists administered by MASS MoCA in cooperation with ArtMorpheus, the Arts & Business Council of Greater Boston, Berkshire Creative, the Boston Redevelopment Authority, the City of Lowell and the Cultural Organization of Lowell, the City of Pittsfield, MCLA’s Berkshire Cultural Resource Center, and the New Bedford Economic Development Council, supported by training partnerships with ArtHome, the Artist’s Professional Toolbox program, and the Massachusetts Small Business Development Center Network. Funding is provided by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, the federal Department of Health & Human Services, and local partners. Since 2008, Assets for Artists has piloted an innovative matched savings grant program and financial and business training opportunities for low- to moderate-income artists in Berkshire County, and now those opportunities are being offered state-wide. 

By meeting savings goals and by completing the required training, participating artists can receive $1,500 in grant funds as a savings match to invest in their work as an artistic microenterprise, or receive $4,000 for down payment assistance for the purchase of a home or live-work space. A limited number of participants in the Assets for Artists program may be invited to join the Artist’s Professional Toolbox (described below) to fulfill the microenterprise training requirement. A limited number of participants will also be offered the opportunity to receive an additional $1,000 of matching funds if they can raise $500 through online crowdfunding.
Assets for Artists has no application fee or tuition charge. More information about the Assets for Artists program – including profiles of past participants – is available at www.assetsforartists.org or by emailing assets4artists@gmail.com.
***
The Artist's Professional Toolbox (APT), administered by the Arts & Business Council of Greater Boston, is an exciting career development program (now in its 7th year) that empowers practicing visual artists with the skills and confidence they need to master the business challenges of being an artist. The Toolbox is an eight-month intensive course (14 two-hour classes that meet in Boston from fall 2011 – spring 2012) for a select group of artists to learn and practice marketing, networking, legal, and business skills, while benefitting from peer group interaction, mentorship, and feedback. Detailed information is available at http://bit.ly/DjXwr.

As an extra benefit of participating in the Assets for Artists program, a select number of Assets for Artists participants will be invited to enroll simultaneously in the Artist’s Professional Toolbox if they are willing to commit to the 14-session training schedule (meetings in Boston) and pay significantly discounted tuition of $500 for the optional APT program. Interested artists (assisted by Assets for Artists) may wish to utilize online crowdfunding as one strategy for covering the discounted APT tuition. 

Assets for Artists Eligibility:
Assets for Artists is open to Massachusetts-based artists, performers, designers and artisans with adjusted gross income up to $45,000 for a household of 1, $52,000 for a 2-person household, $58,000 for 3, $65,000 for 4, and $70,000 for a 5-person household. Some of the available slots are restricted for individuals meeting lower maximum income and lower net asset eligibility criteria than set forth above, so eligibility for those slots will be more limited to comply with our funders’ restrictions. 
Required in-person training will be offered in Boston, Lowell, New Bedford and Pittsfield, with a minimum 4 required training sessions offered in each location, so willingness to travel to one of the training sites for sessions on 4 different dates (lasting approximately 4 hours each) is a condition of enrollment in the program. Training dates will be determined with participant input.

Personal Information:
Please note that your information is kept confidential and used only to determine qualifications and eligibility.

	Name:
	     
	Date of birth (mm/dd/yyyy):
	     

	Address:
	     

	City:
	     
	State:
	  
	Zip:
	     

	Home Phone:
	     
	Alternate Phone:
	     

	Gender:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Female       FORMCHECKBOX 
 Male
	Email:
	     


Income Information:
Please note that, prior to formal enrollment, selected participants will have to document financial eligibility, but materials will be kept strictly confidential and will be viewed only by program staff.
	1. 2009 total household adjusted gross income (line 37 of your 2009 federal Form 1040):
	$     

	2. 2010 total household adjusted gross income (line 37 of 2010 federal 1040: if you don’t yet have a 2010 return, estimate 2010 adjusted gross income as closely as possible):
	$     

	3. If your current household income has changed significantly from 2010, please detail:     
 




Number of individuals living in your household:   
      adults             children

Approximate NET household assets (the market value of all bank accounts, investments and valuables owned by members of your household, minus any loans or credit card balances or other amounts owed by members of your household). Please exclude the market value and loans associated with your primary residence and 1 vehicle.  This information is necessary to determine eligibility for certain slots in the program.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 under $10,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $10,000 - $50,000

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 $50,000 and up

Which of the following are of strong interest to you (you may check all options if applicable)?

     Matched Savings Account for First-Time Home-Buyers – includes $4,000 grant restricted for 
home purchase, with free training on personal finance and home buying for artists.
     Matched Savings Account for Small Business – includes $1,500 grant restricted for “working capital” to grow your creative enterprise, and free training on personal finance and business planning for artists.
     Artist’s Professional Toolbox – 14-session professional development program for visual artists, administered by the Arts & Business Council of Greater Boston, requiring payment of discounted tuition of $500 to enroll.

How much do you think you could afford to save each month into a matched savings account over a 6-30 month period to meet your savings goal?  $     
If you are applying for a matched savings account to help buy your first home or live-work space (with a $4,000 match for $2,000 of savings deposits), please use the space below to describe your readiness/timeline for home ownership; what type, location and price-range of home or live-work space you would anticipate purchasing; other down-payment resources you have available or intend to access, and why a matched savings account is necessary to help you achieve that goal.  

If you are applying for a matched savings account for business development (with a $1,500 match for $1,500 of savings deposits), please use the space below to describe how you can benefit from a targeted business investment; what type of investment(s) you would envision making to grow your business as an artist (equipment, advertising, marketing materials, etc.); and why a matched savings account and business/personal finance training are necessary to help you grow your business at this point in your career.  
	     



You must attach a resume or bio (up to 3 pages) describing the nature of your work as an artist and your artistic training/accomplishments, and other relevant experience. 
In the space below, please provide any website addresses where the selection committee can review samples of your work.
	     



(If samples of your work cannot be viewed online, please request further information about submitting work samples by emailing Blair Benjamin at assets4artists@gmail.com.)

This completed form, with 1-3 page resume or bio ATTACHED, must be sent to assets4artists@gmail.com before 5:00 pm on APRIL 21, 2011.

